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THE FINAL CURTAIN 

Dear members of the Board, staff, parents, learners, ex-learners and friends   31 August 2020 
 
As you can imagine, the final curtain has dropped somewhat traumatic - not being able to have learners at the school 
during the totally unforeseen and unexpected global crisis.  Fortunately the Grade 10, 11 and 12 learners eventually 
graced the corridors and a spark of life returned to the school.   
 
It has been a privilege to be the Principal of this wonderful school for the past 24 years and 6 months.  Personally I 
do believe that Walvis Bay Private High School has found stability, after years of growth, development and adjust-
ments. 
 
When I became Principal, the school had been going through some rough times.  Taking that into consideration, the 
school became a Private school, overnight changed the medium of instruction from Afrikaans to English and be-
came part of the Namibian Education curriculum.  Furthermore, we had just had four school principals within a 
short time of three years.   Structures, policies, new procedures had to be put in place.  Additional staff members had 
to be appointed to cater for the needs of our learners, and make up for the decrease in staff provisions given by the 
government.  From a mere 18 teachers and 317 learners in 1996, we sporadically grew to the record number of 56 
teaching staff and 660 learners.   
 
I promised myself that the day I retire, the wheel would run smoothly. So to all the parties who have helped built 
and develop on the different levels of which the school takes pride, academically, spiritually and physically:   
whether it be a board member, a staff member, community member, parent or a learner, I thank you very much.  
You are all very dear to me.  It has been a long and steep road, but one we can be most proud of.   Everything is 
journaled in the schoolôs manual, diary and newsletters.  There is no need to reinvent, but it is necessary to maintain 
and progress with the demands of time, the 21st century.   
 
Human capital is indeed the most important factor of the school.  Much time and energy has been put into appoint-
ing each and every staff member.  We have a collective group of highly qualified teachers brought to Walvis Bay 
Private High School, from the outskirts of this continent and we are enjoying the fruits of their produces at our 
school.  We have a group of utmost competent administrative and maintenance staff of whom I am most proud and 
grateful for.  Our Graduate Teachers are a very important part of the school and their presence and youth make a big 
difference.  For the past few years I have made sure that whatever needs to be done, has been thoroughly passed on 
to a capable person, and whoever leaves, is succeeded accordingly.  The school must go on and that is the focus.   
 
Throughout the years, our learners have excelled in different areas and surprised us tremendously.  They are our 
pride and personally it has been an honour to follow their school careers.   
 
I will miss the adrenaline that accompanies being a school principal, and especially being one at this school.  How-
ever, I do look forward to the next 20+ years, DV, and look forward to keep on following  the path the Lord sets out 
for me.   All glory and praise is awarded to Him for the guidance, blessings and opportunities He has given us at this 
school.   
 
Good luck to each and every one of you.  Stay strong and be brave.  Look after 
one another, be kind to each other and never lose track of your faith.  Thank you 
for your inexhaustible support and dedication towards this school.     
 
My best wishes accompany Mr van der Hyde, the successor as Principal, and the 
Board of Directors, under the leadership of the new chairman, Mr Pierre Marais.   
 
I wish you all the best.  My warmest regards.   

 
 
 
 
 

Estelle Elizabeth Eigelaar  
PRINCIPAL     20 February 1996—31 August 2020  



Various projects have subsequently been 
launched at Walvis Bay Private High School to 
heighten the importance of looking after the 
planet and execute methods to encourage our 
learners and the school community to do so.  In 
June 2019 we received our official Rent-A-Drum 
recycling bins.  With this donation we could par-
ticipate in the Recycle Namibia Forum Schoolsô 
Recycling Competition.  With this project all 
rubbish items are divided into five categories:  
tins, paper, glass, plastic and non-recyclable 
items.   

The school frequently supports environment 
days and the message is clearly conveyed to our 
learners regarding the importance of saving our 
beautiful planet.   
 
Learners participate in clean-up campaigns, 
world ocean days, recycling projects, using gar-

bage or disused items 
to create usable and 
perhaps retailing 
items.   
   
As part of the initia-
tive of the Board of 
Directors, and the ad-
vancement of our beautiful 
school, all light bulbs have 

been replaced with energy saving bulbs throughout the school.   
 
The extension of the schoolôs staffroom ran concurrently with 
the installation of the solar panel on the roof of the new ex-
panse.  This purpose of the project is to cut on the schoolôs 
electricity bill, and we entered into a rental agreement with a 
private company with limited liability.  By switching the cur-
rent electricity consumption systematically to solar power, 
there will be huge savings on our current expenses.  Our tech-
nical director Mr Francois Venter, Director Technical at 

WBPHS, has led the pro-
ject with great precision 
and dedicated his time 
and efforts wholeheart-
edly in completing the 
task.  
 
We hope that greater 
awareness will be placed 
on human responsibility 
to protect our environ-
ment.   
 
Every small act has a big 
impact.   

THE EFFECT OF GOING GREEN AT WALVIS BAY PRIVATE HIGH SCHOOL  



WBPHS:  THIRD TRIMESTER DATES  
Week 1 31   Monday Reports available 

September 1 Day 3 Tuesday Bd bday / Grade 10-12 learners return to school 

  2 Day 4 Wednesday Prefect applications open Gr.11 / Ba,Ci bday 

  3 Day 5 Thursday ASL: Literature (2H45) 8314/3 external exam 

  4 Day 6 Friday ESL: Literature (2H45) 8315/3 external exam/Prefect applications close Gr.11 

Week 2 7 Day 7 Monday Grade 1-3 Evaluation/ Rf,Vw bday/Gr 1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  8 Day 7 Tuesday Matric Farewell meeting 14:00 - 15:00/Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  9 Day 1 Wednesday Secretary Day/Interviews with new prefects/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  10 Day 1 Thursday Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  11 Day 2 Friday Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

Week 3 14 Day 2 Monday Prefect elections Gr.11/Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  15 Day 3 Tuesday  Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  16 Day 3 Wednesday Vh, Bn bday/Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  17 Day 4 Thursday  Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  18 Day 4 Friday  Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

Week 4 21 Day 5 Monday BOD Financial Committee Meeting/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  22 Day 5 Tuesday BOD Meeting/ Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  23 Day 6 Wednesday  Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  24 Day 6 Thursday  Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  25 Day 7 Friday Anchor ceremony - special awards/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

Week 5 28   Monday Day of Namibian Child - school holiday (28 Oct-03 Nov) /Prefect Camp  

  29 Day 7 Tuesday   Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  30 Day 1 Wednesday 
Vz bday/ Grade 10 2021 Parent Meetings Start till 16/10, Tests start Grade 4-11 O Lane/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 
learners at school 

October 1 Day 1 Thursday  Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  2 Day 2 Friday  Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

Week 6 5  Monday Vi bday / International Teachers Day - school holiday 

  6 Day 2 Tuesday Grade 1-3 Evaluation/ Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  7 Day 3 Wednesday Head leaders election - Gr.11/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  8 Day 3 Thursday  Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  9 Day 4 Friday Grade 7 Farewell/ Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

Week 7 12 Day 4 Monday Gr. 8 Parents feedback/Vr bday /BOD Financial Committee meeting/Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  13 Day 5 Tuesday BOD Meeting / Prefect elections-Primay Phase/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  14 Day 5 Wednesday Valedictory Day / Grade 12 last day/Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  15 Day 6 Thursday  Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  16 Day 6 Friday 
Head leaders election-Primary Phase/Stadium Golf / Grade 11AS last day/Valedictory Day / Grade 12 last day/Gr1-7 Ma-
roon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

Week 8 19 Day 7 Monday 
Prefect training Primary Phase / Grade 7 visit/ Gr 1 Feedback with parents start/ Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners 
at school 

  20 Day 7 Tuesday Prefect training Primary Phase/Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  21 Day 1 Wednesday 
NSSCO/H AFL/ASL/EFL/ESL External Orals (21.10-6.11) Legacy and new/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners 
at school 

  22 Day 1 Thursday  Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  23 Day 2 Friday Anchor ceremony for Junior and Senior Prefects/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

Week 9 26 Day 2 Monday  Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  27 Day 3 Tuesday  Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  28 Day 3 Wednesday  Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  29 Day 4 Thursday  Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  30 Day 4 Friday Grade 1 visit/Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

Week 10 2 Day 5 Monday  Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

 November 3 Day 5 Tuesday  Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  4 Day 6 Wednesday Staff function meeting/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  5 Day 6 Thursday Kh bday/Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  6 Day 7 Friday 
Mm bday/ NSSCO/H AFL/ASL/EFL/ESL External Orals  Legacy & new end/Grade 1 visit/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 
8-9 learners at school 

Week 11 9 Day 7 Monday External exams begin Legacy Mathematics  P1, P2, P3, P4/Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  10 Day 1 Tuesday  Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at school 

  11 Day 1 Wednesday  Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at school 

  12 Day 2 Thursday 
External exams Biology P1 & P2 legacy/New exams ESL P1, P2(Sp Marker 12-21/11)/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-
9 learners at school 

  13 Day 2 Friday 
External exams Biology P3 legacy / New exams Mathematics P1, P2/Grade 1 visitGr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 
learners at school 

Week 12 16 Day 3 Monday 
External exam EFL, ESL P1 ESL P2 EFL P2  / New exams EFL P1, P2 / BOD Fin meet/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 
8-9 learners at school 

  17 Day 3 Tuesday BOD Meeting /Ext exams Office AK P1, P2 legacy/New exams Physics P1, P2Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners 

  18 Day 4 Wednesday 
Ext exam Office Admin Keyboarding P3 legacy/ New exams Physics P3/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 learners at 
school 

  19 Day 4 Thursday Ext exam Geography P1, P2 legacy / New exams Geography P1, P2Gr1-7 Maroon Group/All Gr 10-12 learners at 

  20 Day 5 Friday 
Ext exam Geography P3/Ext exam ASL P3 List comp legacy / New exams Geo P3/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/All Gr 8-9 
learners at school 

Week 13 23 Day 5 Monday Ext exam Economics P1, P2 legacy /New exams Economics P1, P2Gr1-7 Maroon Group 

        Moving of desks / Internal exams start Grade 8 - 11 O Lane / Staff year end function 

  24 Day 6 Tuesday Ext exam AFL/ASL P1, P2 legacy / New exams AFL/ASL P1, P2/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP 

  25 Day 6 Wednesday (Bm marker 25/11-8/12/20)Gr1-7 Maroon Group 

  26 Day 7 Thursday New exams Biology P1, P2/Gr1-7 BLUE GROUP/ 

  27 Day 7 Friday New exams Biology P3Gr1-7 Maroon Group 



FEEDBACK AND BENEFIT OF THE RETURN OF THE SENIOR LEARNERS IN CLASSROOMS IN THE WALVIS BAY, SWAKOP-

MUND AND ARANDIS AREAS, SINCE THE 22ND OF JULY 2020 

 
We take this opportunity to thank the Governor of the Erongo Region and the Ministry of Education for the efficient, compas-
sionate and effective leadership that has been demonstrated during the Covid-19 Pandemic and subsequent lockdown.  The re-
sumption of face to face teaching and learning with the senior learners provided the teacher with the opportunity to assess stu-
dent wellbeing.  We were able to establish academic progress made during the extended lockdown period.  Within class assess-
ment under supervision, teachers can avoid cheating and provide a better, non-inflated mark and thus a real image of the learn-
erôs current knowledge.   
 
Having the learners back at school enabled schools to conduct a formal assessment and an internal full examination, in prepara-
tion of the external examination at the end of the year. Being able to write an examination, schools are able to hand out a full 
report, an essential for learners applying for tertiary institutions after completion of the matric examination.     
 
The individual face to face learning with a subject teacher provided a clearer picture of gaps and lack of knowledge.  Being 
back at school gave an opportunity of collaborative project/team work – while respecting social distancing.  Teachers further 
continued with assisting those learners struggling with the online concept of learning – ability to teach, the learner, face to face , 
what it means to take responsibility for own learning, as some of the learners needed a little extra attention in some subjects.   
 
The return of the learners further had a remarkable positive influence on the payment of school fees, especially in those grades 
who returned to school.  It is further mentioned that it is much cheaper and effective for the learners to be back at school as they 
do not need Wi-Fi or data.  Since not all families have printing facilities at home, they now save on these printing costs as well.  
Inadequate Wi-Fi availability or often too slow, hampered the continuation with school work at home. 
 
The learners further testified that revision in a face-to-face class situation is much more effective, because of the immediate 
interaction with their teachers and peers.  We experience that learnerôs benefit greatly through questions asked by their class-
mates and the subsequent interaction as a result thereof.   
 
Being able to interact with their peers and their teachers, has lifted not only the spirits of our learners, but also our teachers.  
Their mental wellbeing is in a much better place since their return.  This inevitably has an influence on our parents, who are 
delighted to see their children returning to a form of routine and in the same time showing progress academically, as well as 
emotionally.    
 
We are acutely aware of the challenges your office has to deal with, and we are extremely grateful for your continued effort and 
dedication.  We sincerely thank you for that.  
 
Our sincere gratitude       
 
Walvis Bay, Swakopmund and Arandis principals.    

 FEEDBACK AND BENEFIT OF THE RETURN OF LEARNERS  

We would like to 
thank Uwe Bach-
mann of Namibia 
Pie Company 
who donated a pie 
warmer towards 
the PTA of 
WBPHS.   
 
Thank you very 
much.   
 
It will come in 
very handy.      

CHICKEN SCHNITZEL BURGER CHICKEN SCHNITZEL BURGER 

Week 15 7 Day 4 Monday Fr,Wc bday 

  8 Day 5 Tuesday   

  9 Day 6 Wednesday Ext exams Accounting P1, P2 legacy, New exams Accounting P1, P2 / Staff year end function 

  10   Thursday Human Rights Day  

  11 Day 7 Friday New exams Entrepreneurship P1 / new exams end 

Week 16 14 Day 1 Monday Internal exams end/ final assembly 

  15 Day 2 Tuesday BOD function / Ext exams Entrepreneurship 1 legacy / Pn bday  

  16   Wednesday Ext exams D & T O P1 P2 legacy / legacy exams end / (Vz marker 16-31/12/20) 

  17   Thursday Grade 10 2021 parent meetings for O and AS Lane qualifications  

  18   Friday School closes learners /Grade 10 2021 parent meetings for O and AS Lane qualifications  

  21   Monday Grade 10 2021 parent meetings for O and AS Lane qualifications  

  23   Wednesday School closes teachers(Me marker 29/12/20-8/01/21)(Rm marker 1-9/01/21) 

Week 14 30 Day 6 Monday Ext  exams Design & Technology H P1, P2 legacy  

Desember 1 Day 7 Tuesday Ext exam Business Studies P1, P2 legacy / New exams Bus Studies P1, P2 

  2 Day 1 Wednesday New exams Design & Technology / Internal exams start Gr.4-7 

  3 Day 2 Thursday Ext exam Physical Science P1, P2 legacy  / New exams Chemistry P1, P2 

  4 Day 3 Friday Ext exam Physical Science P3 legacy/New exams Chemistry P3/(Sp marker 4-13/12/20) 


